This is the third edition of Mosby's comprehensive review of critical care, edited by Donna A. Zschoche, Director of Education at the National Critical Care Institute of Education at Ramona, California. There are 63 contributors including nurses, physicians, pharmacists, social workers and surgeons, all directly involved with the care of critically ill patients. The book is a large format soft cover book which weigh a hefty 1.7 kg. Its 47 chapters are arranged in 13 units. The chapters are structured in a question and answer format and are well illustrated with line drawings, black and white photographs, ECGs and angiograms. Each chapter is extensively referenced, with references as recent as 1984 appearing. The preface states this book is intended for the practicing critical care clinician rather than the novice. It utilises the philosophy of the "whole body" system and multi-organ approach. Despite its claims to be aimed at all critical care personnel it has a marked nursing bias. The first unit on physiological and psychosocial aspects of critical care begins with a chapter on basic histology, anatomy and physiology. It includes a detailed discussion of cell structure and histology, much of which is irrelevant to the subject of critical care and may be found in any standard biology text book. Some sections of the physiology are oversimplified, viz page 17 "in the normal heart beat lub dub, the lub is caused by closure". Professor Chrisman's chapter on trans-cultural care provides a fascinating over view of patient/practitioner relationships. We would all do well to read it and re-appraise our own attitudes towards patients of different cultural backgrounds. Respiratory medicine is extensively covered and includes chapters on hyperbaric oxygen therapy, high frequency positive pressure ventilation and weaning from PEER These chapters are clearly written, are very practical, authoritative, perhaps to the point of being didactic clearly reflect local practice. The section on cardiology has a heavy nursing bias. This part of the book shows the inevitable repition of a multi-author book. Surprisingly, although thrombolytic agents are discussed, there is no mention of plasminogen. Heart transplantation is covered briefly but heart/lung transplantation and ventricular assist/artificial heart devices are not discussed. Dr. Severence's chapter on pancreatitis has little to offer the critical care practitioner. Peritoneal lavage is dismissed in a single sentence and emergency ERP is not mentioned. Several contemporary issues are discussed and include the inevitable chapter on computerization in critical care. Professor Volteri's discussion of prognosis for survival does not dwell on scoring systems, rather it concentrates on the rather more ethical issues. I would be nit picking if I listed the faults in this book, one or two areas are worthy of mention. I am not sure of the place of discussions on stroke and cardiac rehabilitation in a text book of critical care. The occasional contentious (and unsubstantiated) statement have crept in viz "N-acetyl cysteine ... is effective in thinning extremely viscid tracheo-bronchial secretions". In conclusion this is a useful and practically orientated book. It should help fill the gap between the pocket books e.g. Hansons 'Intensive Therapy' and the standard work such as Tinker and Rapins "Care of the critically ill patient". Despite its obvious nursing slant the book contains much that would be useful to an intensive care Houseman or junior Registrar. It should be on the shelves of every intensive care unit nursing library.
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